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Gleetingg, EES faculty, staff, students, alumni, and friends!
ew by fast and | found it difficult to recount. It's the year when COVID-19 as a public health emergency

Arjother year f
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Quir studgnts dontinue to shrive in learning hands-on in the classrooms, labs, and in the field. We are adding the
Track to our Bachelor’'s program, starting this Fall. All the while when the earth continues to shatter
bmes. As the saying goes, the only constant is change. Thank you for your continued dedication and
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EES Welcomes New Faculty
Dr.Katharine Loughney joins the Department and the Watershed
Studies Institute (WSI) as ajointly-appointed Assistant Professor. She
holdsaPhD in paleontology from the University of Michigan,an MS
specialized in sedimentology, stratigraphy and paleontology from the
University of Rhode Island, and BS in Geology and French from Beloit
College in Wisconsin.

Dr.Loughney was an NSF Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of
Georgia, served the GeoCorps Americain two different rolesand
volunteered at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History in
Washington, DC.

Welcome Dr. Katharine Loughney!

Mrs. Emily Johnson starts this Fall as an Instructor in our Department. She isan alumna
of Murray State University, has previously received both aBS and an MS degree in
Geosciences. In the last seven years, Mrs. Johnson served as an agriculture conservation
technicianin the Calloway County Conservation District and a wetland reserve techni-
cianin the Graves County Conservation District. In addition to conservation, she brings
with her years of public outreach and education experience.

Welcome Mrs. Emily Johnson!

Tracie Russo Receives the Steven H. Cobb Staff Excellence Award

Ms. Tracie Russo, Administrative Assistant in EES, received
the 2023 Steven H. Cobb Staff Excellent Award in the
Jones College of Science Engineering and Technology.
Tracie joined the Departmentin 2019 and has been the
—* “heart of the department” ever since. She has met many

® challenges over the pandemic, survived a tornado and
volunteered many hours in her hometown of Mayfield in
the aftermath. She has gone above and beyond, a
trailblazer in the Murray State University experience, for
example, to make sure everythingisin place so that our
__ faculty and students could conduct field researchin
Mexico or have agreat geological excursion across the
country. Sheis the personwe all rely on to get things done.

e et Congratulations to Tracie for her distinguish service to
ol === CESand Murray State University!
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Summer Student Research & Internship Highlights

Thissummer | started my graduate research focusing on the woody root structures
known as “knees” of bald cypress trees. | am continuing research that | completed asan
undergrad on the role these knees play in emitting methane and carbon dioxide to our
atmosphere, particularly in the face of global climate change. Additionally, lam



Alumni Update: Kaitlyn Calvert, B.S. Geosciences, Geoarchaeology Track, 2017

From the time I was old enough to dig holes, | have been obsessed with all things geosci-
ence. Whether it was fossils from the shores of Kentucky Lake where | grew up, geodes
inmy uncle’s Indianafields, or stacks and stacks of books on archaeology, | couldn’t get
enough. Atage 8, | began visiting the summer archaeology digs led by the late Dr. Wesler.
With his and my parents’ encouragement, | was inspired to begin my journey at Murray
State. In 2017, 1 received my BS in Geosciences with a focus in Geoarchaeology and
immediately began amininginternshipin Arizona at Freeport McMoRan. I was hired on
asan Environmental Scientist at their copper mine in Bagdad, Arizonawhere | stayed for
5years. During that time, | worked heavily w in Geoith GIS and became well-versed in the
world of environmental sciences. | am now working as the Environmental HSE (Health
Safety and Environmental) Engineer at Honeywell Aerospace Sky Harbor in Phoenix,
Arizona. My career path has taken many twists and turns thatin ways | could not have
predicted, but the foundation | received at Murray State was invaluable in my journey. When I'm not at work, |
enjoy gardening and gaming with my wife and our legion of pets.

e Kaitlyn Calvert, BS 2017, Environmental HSE (Health
Safety and Environmental) Engineer at Honeywell
Aerospace Sky Harbor in Phoenix, Arizona.

Alumni Update: Austin Johnessee, B.S. Earth and Environmental Sciences, Geography and GIS Track, 2019
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Jan and | have continued to enjoy traveling, spending time with good friends and family, and tending to daily
activities, some of which do not fall into the “enjoyment” category. Our most lengthy excursion occurred in the
Fall of 2019 when we visited numerous national parks in the northern and western US. After visiting a friend in
Grand Forks, ND, we stopped at Theodore Roosevelt NP, a landscape somewhat similar to the Badlands of
South Dakota. We headed west to Glacier NP just before most activity there was closed for the winter months
and then on to Mt. Rainier NP. We visited other parks including Crater Lake NP on our way to Mt. Shasta and
Yosemite NPs. The return trip to Murray included a few very enjoyable days in the vicinity of Rocky Mountain
NP. We also visit our children and grandkids in Little Rock AR and Santa Fe, NM as often as possible. We wish the
best to each of you!

Invitation to Share Experiences or Research

The Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences is always on the lookout for alumni willing to speak about
their employment experiences or research. Our students greatly value the experience and guidance from our
alumni! If you are in the area and would like to present on a subject or employment opportunities, please contact
us. Email our administrative assistant, Ms. Tracie Russo, trusso@murraystate.edu, or call 270-809-2591 to
schedule.

Giving and Gifting

Ifyou would like to donate to the Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences, we have anumber of
scholarships to select from, including the Wesler Scholarship, the Matthai-Panzera Scholarship, the Reed-Smith
Scholarship, the Alice and George Kipphut Sr. Scholarship and the recently formed Neil and Joan Weber Endowed
Scholarship. Gifts to the Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences encourage student success in a variety
of ways, by providing grants and scholarships, funding travel, or by purchasing equipment upgrades. Gifts of any
size are greatly appreciated and always needed!

Checks should be sent to the Office of Development, Heritage Hall, Murray, KY 42071-3441. Please specify afund in
the memo field. Donations can be made over the phone by calling 1-877-282-0033 or 270-809-300L1. Visit
murraystate.edu/giving to make an online donation. Thank you for your support!
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